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PUBLIC AUDIT AND POST-LEGISLATIVE SCRUTINY COMMITTEE 

Control of Dogs (Scotland) Act 2010 

Submission from: Friend of the Hermitage 

 

Re: Control of Dogs Review 

With reference to the above, I write on behalf of the Friends of the Hermitage of Braid and Blackford 
Hill Local Nature Reserve in Edinburgh. I have been Secretary of this voluntary group for some 14 
years.  

Our experience of dogs in this Nature Reserve is not good and we receive many complaints about 
the numbers of dogs being walked in the Reserve. Individuals and families with one or two dogs is 
rarely a source of complaint. However, so called "professional" dog walkers are a huge source of 
concern to and criticism by the users within the Hermitage of Braid Nature Reserve. These issues are 
largely a matter of perception but in practice that means a regular fear of attack on a person's own 
dog or child. 

I am amazed that, to my knowledge, there has not been an incident with a child being attacked by a 
dog and more dogs joining in. There don't even seem to have been individual dogs attacked by a 
pack. In both cases death would seem inevitable. Notwithstanding that, the perception is there that 
this is a quite a severe risk of such an incident. 

We have one individual who regularly takes some 14 dogs around. When challenged for the absence 
of poo bags and any suggestion made that he is acting anti-socially, he tells folk to "f" off. Lovely 
chap, NOT! 

The near disappearance of Edinburgh Council Environmental Wardens, who apparently have to 
patrol in full uniform, is a cause for concern in the Hermitage where the subject of the amount of 
dog mess is a regular complaint, particularly with respect to the professional dog walkers. The 
Wardens never patrol the Reserve unless specifically requested to attend and they are too easily 
seen to catch anyone not picking up after their dog, or dogs! There is virtually no back-up from the 
Edinburgh City Council to anyone's concern about dog walkers and the notion that the professional 
dog walkers should get written permission to ply their trade in the Nature Reserve, as required by 
the Management Rules, seems a complete waste of time. 

I was prompted to check the attached Edinburgh City Council Management Rules for their parks. I 
thought that they had set a maximum number of dogs per person but it seems not. One hears of 
permitted limits of five or six dogs per person, but it seems that this did not make the final 
Management Rules. That sort of number is still daunting when one meets two people managing 
some ten or more dogs. 

It is the Friends' view that legislation should be strengthened to regulate professional dog walkers by 
a licensing system and with a statutory limit on the number of dogs which can be walked by a single 
individual at a time. 
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